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Minutes of Meeting 

Held at NYS Democratic Committee Fall Business Meeting 
October 21, 2013 

Hilton Westchester, Rye Brook, NY 
 

The Progressive Caucus meeting was called to order by Chair Rachel Lavine (66thAD) who 
welcomed the audience, gave a brief overview of the Agenda, announced the creation of our 
website (www.nyprogcaucus.com) and welcomed elected officials in attendance, including State 
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins,Leader of the Senate Democratic Conference, State Senator Bill 
Perkins, and Assemblymember Deborah Glick, our invited guest speaker. 
 
The minutes of the May 22nd, 2013 meeting were accepted and Treasurer Dan Cohen (69thAD) 
gave a report of the Caucus’s finances.  He has investigated several banks and has decided on 
one that charges no fees and will be depositing the membership checks in the amount of $425in 
the next week. Chair Lavine then introduced Assemblymember Deborah Glick, a long-time 
champion of women’s issues who helped lead the successful passage of the10 Point Women’s 
Equality Act legislation in the Assembly, to speak with us about the efforts to pass the bill last 
session and what we can do to help ensure its passage in both Houses of the Legislature. 
 

Summary of Assemblymember Glick’s Presentation: 
 
The History of the 10 Point Women’s Equality Act: 
 
There was a strong coalition of groups working together to pass the Women’s Equality Act and 
that coalition remains intact, despite efforts to splinter it. 
 
There was no actual printed Bill and thus no Bill # to track for many months.  A Bill was finally 
put forth in late May or early June. The lack of a specific printed Bill hampered efforts because 
the Senate Republicans were free to argue against various provisions of the Bill when in fact, 
none existed. These disinformation tactics were similar to the attacks on the Reproductive Health 
Act in the past. 
 
Finally the Bill was put together with one Bill # and the Assembly had a lengthy debate and 
passed the Bill with all 10 points.  Even Assemblymembers who were not pro-choice voted for it 
because they believed that the rest of the package was critically important. 
 

http://progcaucus.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=19cdcd89621ccb0d8b72de2ed&id=35e4884bd6&e=70e5a70dbc
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The next day, the Governor and the coalition had a conversation (which did not include the 
Assembly) and discussed breaking apart the Bill into 10 parts in anticipation of difficulties 
passing the choice provision in the Senate.  Assemblymember Glick pointed out that the choice 
provision only codifies Roe v. Wade. It is in the package toprotect young women, poor women, 
and those without support in their lives, which was the main reason to codify Roe. 
 
Many of the outside groups wanted to pass the 9 parts because it included really strong Bills on 
other issues, such as sex trafficking, pregnancy discrimination, etc. The Assembly refused to 
break it up into parts because everything would then pass without the Choice part, and that 
would be a disaster.  Passage of a 9 part only Bill would signal that even in New York State 
reproductive rights were vulnerable.  
 
The politics: 
 
Women are in the minority in the legislature.  They have to coalesce with men to pass such a bill.  
It is important that the women members hang tough on the entire Women’s Equality ActBill and 
support those members who are anti-choice, but voted for the entire 10 point Act. Those anti-
choice Assemblymembers voted for the full Women’s Equality Act, including the choice 
provision, because they believed that the other 9 points addressing women’s rights were so 
critical that they overcame their anti-choice positions for this important piece of legislation as a 
whole. 
 
The Senate Democrats are mostly pro-choice (although a small number are not), and while the 
individual members of the Independent Democratic Caucus (IDC) say they are pro-choice, their 
Caucus the IDC has enabled the Senate Republicans to hold the Women’s Equality Act hostage 
to the choice provision.  The Senate Democratic Caucus stood for keeping the package together, 
except for Senator Ruben Diaz. The IDC broke up the bill, and this created a lethal impasse. 
 
We were also fortunate to be joined by New York State Democratic Conference Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins who also spoke about the Women’s Equality Act, and the Independent 
Democratic Caucus (IDC) in the State Senate. Senator Stewart-Cousins pointed out that instead 
of benefitting the Women’s Equality Act and other progressive legislation, the IDSC has actually 
been detrimental to those bills because they basically caucus in conjunction with the State Senate 
Republicans who are blocking these bills. 
 
What can members of the Progressive Caucus do? 
 

1. Support your Assemblymembers who are supporting the full 10 point Bill. 
 

2. Reach out to organizations who are confused and explain why it must be all 10 points. 
 

3. Reach out to the IDC members (Senators Jeff Klein, Diane Savino, David Valesky, David 
Carlucci) and tell them they need to get a spine.  They must deliver on the full 10 point 
Women’s Equality Agenda and other progressive legislation, passage of which they 
touted as part of the mandate for their formation. The IDC cannot take credit for the 
SAFE Act – that was the Governor’s lift entirely.  Senator Klein must be told in no 
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uncertain terms that his position is not more important than women’s lives.  They need to 
hear that the are the roadblock to the rights of women in NYS.  Assemblymember Glick 
suggested that we all send IDC members letters. 

 
Debra Cooper (67th AD) asked,:”Does the Bill needed to be re-introduced?”   
Assemblymember Glick:  “No, it was introduced mid-session. Sometimes this is done 
strategically to bring attention to a Bill and vote on it again.  It is important to recognize that the 
Omnibus bill was already negotiated language.  Cutting it up into parts does not work because 
they passed the package as a deal. Also the choice part of the bill does not change current NYS 
law.  Abortions after 6 months would only be to save the life of the mother.  It simply codifies 
Roe v. Wade.” 
 
Lew Goldstein asked, :”Do you foresee any changes in the leadership of the Assembly?”  
Assemblymember Glick: No. 
 
Chair Lavine thanked Assemblymember Glick for her important and useful presentation. 
 

Caucus Business 
 
The Caucus then discussed the creation of Caucus Committees and asked for volunteers to Chair 
them. 
 

▪ Debra Cooper will chair the Women’s Issues committee.   

▪ Michael Farrin(74thAD) will chair the Elections committee, which will begin  by 
discussingthe issue of fusion voting.   

▪ Ted Tang (25th AD) will chair the Education committee. Among the issues to be 
addressed are the Common Core, standardized testing, mental health services in 
schools, bullying, and pending legislation on dyslexia (sponsored by Jim Brennan in the 
Assembly and Joseph Addabbo Jr. in the Senate.  

▪ Rachel Lavine will temporarily chair the Fracking committee 

 
Ms. Lavine called on members to volunteer for these committees and pointed out that members 
of County Committees who are not members of the State Committee are welcome to join our 
Progressive Caucus committees. 
 
Ms. Lavine also noted that our blog will need content and invited caucus members to contribute 
articles for the blog. 
 
Trudy Mason (73rd AD) mentioned that the Family Leave Insurance resolution on our website 
needs to be updated.  
 
Vice Chair Elisa Sumner (105thAD) moved a resolution to request that the IDC rejoin the 
Democratic Caucus.  The resolution was passed by acclimation.  
 
The meeting was then adjourned.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jo Anne Simon (52nd AD) 
Secretary 


