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WHEREAS, we in our role as New York State Democratic Committeemembers are asked  to 
vote to ratify a slate of candidates to the Democratic National Committee (“DNC”) that we have 
had no input in putting together and with whom we will have no ongoing contact or 
communication; and 

WHEREAS, the issues of diversity among and access to said DNC representatives are ones that 
have been repeatedly brought up at NYSDC meetings; and 

WHEREAS, NYSDC members have expressed a desire for greater diversity among our DNC 
representatives, especially in terms of geographic region, age and race; and 

WHEREAS, NYSDC members do not want to simply have a DNC slate handed to us to vote up 
or down but instead have meaningful participation in the process of selecting our representatives; 
and 

WHEREAS, we are concerned that there is a widening gap of communication and interaction 
between party leaders who assume the roles of DNC representatives and the grassroots activists 
who provide much of the actual labor in running campaigns for Democratic candidates and in 
support of important Democratic Party issues such as reproductive freedom, civil rights, and a 
living wage to name but a few; and  

WHEREAS, we as NYSDC members believe that it vital to the party’s future and the successful 
implementation of progressive policies to include grassroots activists as our DNC representatives 
and also to open up the process so that more people have the opportunity to “take a turn” as our 
DNC representatives; and 

WHEREAS, when the Executive Committee of the NYSDC endorses a slate of candidates it is 
effectively conveying a message as to whom party leadership wishes to appoint as DNC 
representatives; and  

WHEREAS, this effectively abrogates the stated purpose of having NYSDC members vote for 
DNC representatives, thereby limiting the actual participation of NYSDC members who in turn 
represent the grassroots Democrats in their home Assembly Districts; and 
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WHEREAS, NYSDC members want to meaningfully  participate in the process of choosing our 
DNC representatives; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NYSDC will abolish its policy of having the 
Executive Committee endorse a slate of DNC candidates and instead allow the DNC candidates 
to come before the NYSDC for a floor vote without any external endorsements but instead an 
explanation of each individual’s qualification for this position; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NYSDC will genuinely open up the process by which 
representatives to the DNC are selected and will work in coalition with progressive organizations 
in New York, including but not limited to organizations affiliated with Black Lives Matter, racial 
justice, agricultural and food justice, labor, reproductive rights, youth organizing, environment 
justice and LGBTQI rights to solicit applications of grassroots activists to the DNC; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NYSDC actions to actively solicit grassroots 
engagement in the DNC application process will be reported back to NYSDC members at each 
upcoming business meeting from now on; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that commencing immediately thereafter this current NYSDC 
meeting going forward, DNC representatives elected by the NYSDC shall increase 
communication with NYSDC members, including:  

• making quarterly reports to all NYSDC members on the business conducted by the DNC 
• requesting the official voting results of the DNC from its Secretary for dissemination to 

NYSDC members  
• attending all NYSDC meetings and conventions when they do not conflict with DNC 

meetings 
• setting up a webpage, blog, twitter and/or FB Page to inform people of DNC activities 

and post DNC materials such as meeting dates/locations, agendas, and votes; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the purpose of this resolution is to increase communication 
between all Democratic Party activists and thus strengthen our Party and its ability to win 
elections at every level of office, including the Presidential; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we are at historic moment, both grave and hopeful, when so 
many people have suffered so much, where we have before us the real possibility of transforming 
our country for the greater good and we will only achieve that good by working together in unity 
as Democrats for the good of New York and the American people. 

 


